DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

authority : and it was as if there was nothing in th
world that she enjoyed more than to open bazaars
and exhibitions of needlework and to visit hospitals.
She and the Princess of Wales made a new profession
for Royal ladies out of such functions and activities ;
constant journeys and work and withal a beaming
demeanour were necessary, and their daughters and
nieces were brought up in that tradition. There had
never been anything like it before : with what
incredulous dismay would the last adult Royal
Family, daughters and daughters-in-law of George III
have seen a list of the yearly engagements volun-
tarily undertaken by a succeeding generation !

As the years went on the Queen's relations with
her daughters spread to their growing families, and
her grandchildren in Germany from their early years
were made reverentially aware through their mothers
of that shrouded but august figure whose wishes
must always be consulted in everything that con-
cerned them.   For the Crown Princess's eldest son.
Prince William, his grandmother had always had a
special tenderness, and William's character,  as he
developed through boyhood into manhood towards
his imperial destiny, would certainly become of the
greatest  moment  to  Europe  in  the  future.   The
Crown Princess told the Queen that the Emperor's
influence  over  him  was  very  hurtful;    the  most
poignant memories of William's childhood were the
triumphant re-entries into Berlin of German armies after
three swiftly successful wars, and his grandfather en-
couraged him to look on the attainment of military glory
as the noblest of human ambitions.   To counteract
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